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THE SECRETARY OF VETERANS AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON

Message from the Secretary of Veterans Affairs

Cur military history is replete with heroes who put love of country above their
own well being. Probably no group of veterans has suffered more than Americans
captured by the enemy and heid as prisoners of war (POWs). These POW’s
experienced physical torture, starvation, and psychological trauma while in enemy
captivity. This American ex-Prisoner of War independent study module will examine
the health after-affects of captivity for those soldiers in the European, Pacific, Korean,
and Vietnam theaters of conflict.

This study module provides the opportunity to better understand what our
capiured soldiers experienced, and the medical conditions related to the atrocities
and sub-human treatment many of them received.

| am proud of the commitment you show by completing this course. Please

accept my thanks for your efforts to improve the quality of care to those who have
served and sacrificed for us all.

ozt f o



Forward

This Independent Study was inspired by the bravery and strength of character of the ex-POW’s | have known.
| only hope that participating in this study will foster a deeper understanding of the hardships they endured in
enemy hands.

Among those captured by the Germans, | respectfully acknowledge the contributions of Donald Britt, Ross
Coker, Glen Cleland, Harold Chesterman, Paul Dely, James Vogel, Frank Irizary, Eugene Nagy, Judson
Luckhurst, Harley Burnett, Albert Bernard, Furman Davis, George Drew, Elonomac Creel, William Hooper,
James Fulton, Richard Sprouse, Charles Stenger and Santos Santoni.

Those captured by the Japanese whom | wish to recognize include Robert Horn, Joseph Moore, Owen
Boothroyd, Charles L ooper, Stephen Raymond, Antonio Delpino, Max Wilson, John Aldrich, Landys
McClamma, Jasper Taylor, Henry Brunet, Jake Austin, Keith Johnson, Stan Sommers, Al Bland and
Ralph Levenburg.

From those captured by the North Koreans and Chinese during the Korean War, | would like to thank
William Shaddish, Marvin Wallace, Joseph Spano, Robert Buzbee, Al Burton, Paul Lynch, Charles Davis
and Wilmer Bartlett.

| also wish to remember those captured by the North Vietnamese and the Vietcong during the Vietnam War,
among them James Jackson, Everett Alvarez and Dick Stratton.

| cannot adequately express the influence all these American men have had on my life; however, | especially
want to recognize an ex-POW of Germany whose courage has inspired me throughout my entire life: my
father, William Paul Skelton Jr.

William Paul Skelton I11, MD, FACP
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Independent Study Outline

Background

Purpose

Objectives

Outcome

Target
Audience

This independent study module is being released as a part of the Veterans Health Initiative
(VHI). TheVHI isacomprehensive program of continuing education that recognizes the
connection between certain health effects and military service and emphasizes better military
medical histories for former prisoners of war and veteran patients in order to provide them
with the best available care.

Throughout the history of our democracy, members of our armed forces have served gallantly
and often at great personal risk to further the cause of liberty. Thisindependent study isto
familiarize clinical staff with the kinds of experiences and resulting conditions that affect
veterans who have been prisoners of war in the German, Pacific, Korean and Vietnam theaters
of conflict. Furthermore, the health implications of such experiences are discussed and causes
of disability are explored. Physical conditions, aswell as mental health manifestations as a
result of the POW experiences, also are reviewed.

After completing this independent study, participants will be able to:

» Describe the typical kinds of treatment POWS' experienced in the German, Pacific, Korean
and Vietnam theaters of conflict.

* Identify the common medical conditions associated with imprisonment.

» Describe psychiatric conditions that may occur as aresult of the POW experience.

» Develop an appreciation for what happened to veterans when they were imprisoned.
» Assessfor the sequelae of the POW experience in appropriate veterans.

* Provide support and education to prisoners of war and their families.

The expected outcomes of this independent study are to improve the quality and quantity of
care provided to American former prisoners of war.

This independent study is primarily designed for Department of Veterans Affairs clinicians
and other interested VA staff. Other health care providers, especialy those in VA headlth care
facilities, also are encouraged to complete the study.



Program Description

Content Materials:

* Introduction

» Biogtatistics

* Morbidity and Mortality

* Duration of Internment

* Service Connected Disability Among Ex — POW's
» Nationa Academy of Science Studies

* POW’s of Germany
— Camp Life
— Nutrition
— Transfers

* POW'’s of Japan
— Women POW’s
— Nuitrition
— Working Conditions

» POW’sof Korea
— Camp Life
— Nutrition
— Indoctrination



« POW'’sof Vietham
— South Vietnam
— North Vietham

» The Presumptive Service-Connected Disabilities
— Post Traumatic Osteoarthritis
— Nutritional Depletion
— Marasmus
— Kwashiorkor
— Trace Element Deficiencies
— Essential Fatty Acid Deficiencies
— Vitamin Deficiencies
— Beriberi
— Beriberi, B-1 deficiency
— Wet Beriberi
— Dry Beriberi
— Cardiac Beriberi
— Long Term Sequelae
— Ischemic Cardiomyeopathy
— Beriberi Neuropathy
— Ariboflavinosis
— Pellagra
— Avitaminosis. B-2, 3, A, C and the Overlap Syndromes
— Gastrointestinal Diseases
— lrritable Bowel Syndrome
— Peptic Ulcer Disease
— Hepatitis
— Helminthiasis
— Strongyloides
— Ascaris Lumbricoides
— Ancylostomiasis
— Salmonella Typhi
— Shigella
— Amebiasis
— Giardiasis
— Cold Injury and Frostbite
— Peripheral Neuropathy



The Psychiatric Presumptive Service-Connected Disabilities
— Psychosis

— Panic Disorder

— Generalized Anxiety Disorder

— Obsessive Compulsive Disorder

— Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder

— Atypical Anxiety Disorder

— Depressive Neurosis or Dysthymia

Summary

References

Appendix A — VA Benefits

Appendix B — Description of Presumptive Conditions
Appendix C — Related Websites

Independent Study Questions for CME Credit

Independent Study Program Registration/Answer/Participation Satisfaction Form
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|. Background Information

I ntroduction

American ex-POW'’s are exceptional individuals, having experienced a bewildering spectrum
of harsh circumstances. Many of them continue to suffer from unique medical conditions as
aresult of their internment. At one point, more than 144,000 were living. Today, fewer than
fifty thousand remain alive.

This publication will discussin detail the American ex-POW experience in Germany, Japan,
Koreaand Vietnam. In addition, it will discuss the presumptive service-connected disabilities,
how they were derived and the role they play in diagnosis. A bibliography is provided at the
conclusion for further reading.

Biostatistics

Morbidity and Mortality

In the World War Il European Theater of Operations (ETO), only 1.2% of POW’s died in
captivity. Thelow death rate reflects many variables, chief among them the fact that the
Germans signed and ratified the Geneva Convention.

The World War 11 Pacific Theater of Operations (PTO), specifically the Philippines, claimed
many more POW lives. This high death rateis attributed to the fact that the Japanese, who
signed but never ratified the Geneva Convention, mistreated the POW’s. Primary causes of
mortality and chronic morbidity among PTO ex-POW’s were: (1) starvation; (2) infectious
diseases; (3) hazards related to transportation to Japan; and (4) environmental exposure,
particularly toward the end of the war when POW’s were used as slave labor in Northern
Japan and Manchuria.

Available data indicate that, as of the mid-1990's, a greater percentage of ex-POW’s from

the WWII PTO had died than those from other veterans' groups. Ex-POW'’s from the Korean
Conflict have the second highest mortality rate to date, according to current information,
followed by ex-POW’s from WWII ETO and Vietnam, respectively.



Duration of I nter nment

The majority of World War |1 ETO POW’s were captured toward the end of the war, with the
average internee spending less than one year in captivity. Their average age at capture was
25 years, reflecting the fact that most ETO prisoners were draftees.

The PTO prisoners, being Regular Army soldiers, were around two years older at the time of
their capture. They were interned for amuch longer period of time, since the vast majority of
PTO prisoners were captured on Bataan and Corregidor at the beginning of World War 11 and
were not released until the end of the war more than three years later. In the Korean Conflict,
the average age had dropped to around 23 years of age, again due to the fact that these men
were draftees. Their average length of internment was just over two years. Vietnam-era
POW’s were around thirty years old at the time of their capture. They spent an average of
fiveyearsin captivity.

Service-Connected Disability Among Ex-POW'’s

An examination of the percentage of living POW’s compared to all living veterans receiving
service-connected disability compensation reveals severa differences. Based upon information
available, the highest percentage receiving disability compensation is found among Vietham
ex-POW'’s, nearly all of whom receive some degree of compensation. Around 60% of ex-
POW’s who served in the Korean Conflict are receiving service-connected disability compen-
sation,

as opposed to 5% of all Korean Conflict veterans as a group. While some 10% of all WWII
veterans receive disability compensation, the percentage increases dramatically among ex-POW'’s,
with roughly haf of PTO ex-POW’s and around 40% of ETO ex-POW'’ s receiving compensation.

Aver age Degree of Service-Connected Disability

Available data examining the average degree of service-connected disability indicate that the
degree of disability among European Theater ex-POW’sis similar to that of age-matched
controls from the ETO, whereas the Pacific Theater POW is, on average, around 13% more
disabled. Among those who have accessed services through the Department of Veterans
Affairs, the Korean POW is, on the average, 6% more disabled than other Korean Veterans.



Per centage Of Service-Connected Disabled Veter ans Rated >50%

As expected, the percentage of veterans whose service-connected disability has been rated at
50% or greater is highest among WWII PTO POW'’s, nearly half of whom suffered this degree
of disability. The number of WWII ETO POW'’s with >50% disability is roughly comparable
to all WWII veterans, at around 20%. An estimated 35% of Korean ex-POW'’s are rated 250%
disabled, as compared to some 25% of all Korean veterans. All figures are approximate.

Living Service-Connected Disabled Veterans Rated Unemployable

Among living service-connected disabled veterans, the highest percentage of those rated
unemployable is among WWII PTO ex-POW'’s. Some 5% of all WWII veterans are rated
unemployable due to service-connected disability. Similarly, around 5% of WWII ETO ex-
POW'’s are rated unemployable. Some 10% of Korean ex-POW'’s are deemed unemployable,
as opposed to around 6% of all veterans of the Korean Conflict. Estimates are based upon
available information.

National Academy of Science Studies

There have been several National Academy of Science and National Research Council-funded
studies of prisoners of war. The first, by Cohen and Cooper, covering returning World War 11
POW'’s and age-matched controls, encompassed the years 1945 to 1951. The second study,
completed by Nefzger, included the Korean ex-POW’s and covered the period of 1953 to
1965. The third study, completed by Beebe, covered 1946 to 1965 in further detail. The
fourth study, by Keehn, encompassed 1965 to 1975. Lastly, Page, in 1992, analyzed
self-reported questionnaires and compared these to the POW protocol exams.

Cohen and Cooper

Cohen and Cooper noted that, among the Pacific Theater repatriated POW'’s, there was an
increased incidence of death in the first two years of the study, tapering off in the last four
years of the study. The difference was due to the high incidence of trauma, tuberculosis and
cirrhosis. They felt the high rate of tuberculosis was secondary to the decreased immunity of
the repatriated POW'’s as a consequence of chronic avitaminosis as well as the high rate of
infectivity that was prevaent in the camps. Cirrhosis was felt to be caused by a combination
of both alcohol abuse upon repatriation and chronic liver damage from the malnutrition of the
POW experience. The high incidence of death due to trauma was generally felt to be second-
ary to psychological difficultiesin readjusting to United States culture.



Post-repatriation hospital admission rates for POW’s of Japan were greater than for controlsin
every category examined, including nervous system, circulatory system, genitourinary system,
alergic disorders, psychiatric disorders, respiratory system and infectious diseases.

Nefzger

Considering percentages of men compensated by degree as a means of expressing morbidity,
data by Nefzger reported quite significant differences for every organ system of POW’s of
Japan vs. Control War Japan. For POW’s of European Theater, muscul oskeletal, digestive,
skin and psychiatric disorders are statistically significant when compared to Control War
European Theater. For the POW’s of Koreavs. Control War Korea, the eye, systemic diseases,
respiratory, digestive, skin and psychiatric diagnoses are all statistically significant.



1. World War Il POW'’s of Germany

The military personnel of the European Theater of Operations (ETO) and the ex-POW’s there-
in fell into two distinct groups: (1) fliers and crew members; and (2) infantry soldiers, who
were generaly of lower rank. In most cases, the fliers and their crew members were captured
earlier in the war and, more often than not, were interned in Lufts, camps that were generaly
operated by the Luftwaffe, or German Air Force.

The vast maority of ETO
ex-POW’s were in the second
group, most of whom were not
captured until after the Battle
of the Bulge. Often, these men
were housed in poorly main-
tained camps called Stalags.
These Stalags, operated by the
Wehrmacht, the German Army,
did not afford sufficient shelter
from the elements, especially
during the bitterly cold winter
of 1944-45. |n addition, the
captured infantrymen were not
fed aswell asthefirst group. These men also were subjected to long marches to retreat from
the advancing American and Russian armies.

Overall mortality in the ETO was approximately 1%, with 1,124 men dying out of 93,941.
There are several reasons for this low death rate:

1. Unliketheir Pacific Theater of Operations (PTO) counterparts, the vast majority of these
men were captured toward the war’s end; therefore, even though they lost a great deal of
weight acutely, they did not have to live with malnourishment under adverse physical
circumstances for extended periods of time.

2. Ingeneral, POW’sin Germany received somewhat better treatment at the hands of their
captors than those captured by the Japanese. Among the reasons for this difference: the
Germans were of the “western” mindset; i.e., they ceased fighting when a situation was
deemed hopeless. On the other hand, the Japanese became more fanatical as the war
neared its end.



3. Germany signed and ratified the 1929 Geneva Convention accords regarding treatment of
Prisoners of War. While they did not abide by all the rules, many of the German camps
did, at least initially, follow many of the guidelines set forth by the accords. For example,
Germany frequently allowed Red Cross inspectors into some selected camps, while Japan
never did.

4. Eventhough several in the German political high command wanted all commandos, pilots
and airmen killed, the regular Luftwaffe officersin charge of actually running the camps
were usually much more sympathetic to the POW’s. Commander of the Luftwaffe
Herman Goering had been aWWI pilot and felt akinship to all airmen, believing that they
were the last truly noble group. He constantly refused to have the airmen executed.

5. Since America had captured several thousand German prisonersin the North African
campaigns, it wasin Germany’s interest to treat American POW'’s as they hoped their
own prisoners would be treated.

6. On the whole, the diet among the POW’s in Germany was superior to that provided to
PTO POW'’s. Asthe Germany manpower pool shrank, POW’s were often recruited as
farm labor in Germany and the POW’s often hel ped themselves to the fresh fruits and
vegetables. The Germans also sometimes supplemented the POW’s potato soup and black
bread with vegetables, providing much-needed vitamins. Finally, unlike their Pacific
Theater counterparts, German POW'’s sometimes benefited from the delivery of Red
Cross parcels.

Housing

Barracks in the Lufts and Stalags were usually 40’ wide by 130’ long, each containing ten
rooms leading from a central hallway that ran lengthwise. Each room in the barracks was
approximately 15 x 23 feet. Rooms were designed to provide facilities for sixteen men with
eight wooden, double-deck bunks. In afew instances, the bunks were triple-decked, increasing
the capacity of each room to twenty-four men. Later, two or three men were forced to share a
single bunk. There were generally two washrooms, each without running water. A pit latrine
was |located near the rear of the barracks for night use.

Food

Food in the camps was very diverse. 1n some of the Luft’s, so-called “show” camps, the food
was of high quality. In fact, many prisonersin the Luftslost no weight at all. 1n most of the
Stalags, however, the food was poor in quality and the supply was unpredictable.



The average POW in the Stalags usually received no more than 700 calories per day.

Breakfast usually consisted of acup of ersatz coffee, which the prisoners frequently used as
hot water for shaving. Lunch was aladle of vegetable soup and a small portion of bread. The
evening meal often consisted solely of one loaf of bread for six men. This bread was impossi-
ble to cut evenly, and few POW’s had knives, so many POW camps devised a system wherein
the same six men would consistently eat together. Each would take adaily turn at cutting the
bread, with the one who cut the bread having the last choice and the man after him having first
choice. Rotating into first place became the main event to look forward to every six days. In
all probability, intermittent Red Cross parcels kept the POW’s interned in the Stalags alive.

Luft 111 — A Bold Escape Attempt

Lifein many of the Luft camps was tolerable, with gardening libraries and other recreational
activities sometimes available. For example, Luft 111 at Sagan, which held British and
American officers considered high escape risks, was ostensibly designed to be so pleasant
that there would be no desire among the prisonersto escape. In reality, Luft 111 was a“show”
camp for Red Cross inspectors.

Even though Luft 111 was atrue prison camp and not a concentration camp, the British devised
an elaborate escape scheme. The purpose of this scheme was twofold — first, to escape, and
second, to disrupt the Germans’ war effort by harassing them as much as possible. Every
POW in the entire camp was sworn to secrecy and enlisted in the escape effort, which centered
around digging three tunnels, code named Tom, Dick and Harry. Ingenious uses were found
for everyday materials. Mattress slats were replaced with ropes so the wood could be used for



tunnel construction. Heels of shoes were carved into stamps to be used as passport verifica-
tion stamps. Phonograph records were carved into small discs for use as compass bases.

The scheme was interrupted in late 1943, when one of the tunnels was discovered just prior
toitsuse. Despite the setback, work continued, and in early March 1944, seventy-two men
escaped. Their freedom would be short-lived. The Germans diverted five million soldiers
from the front lines to comb the countryside and retrieve all but three escapees who made it to
foreign countries. Then Hitler himself ordered the execution of the escapees, fifty of whom
were shot in the head by the Gestapo. The escapees remains were cremated and returned to
the camp, where their fellow prisoners buried them with full military honors and erected a
stone memorial engraved with all fifty names.

Camp VII-A

More often than not, life in the camps was miserable, with boredom punctuated by cruelty
and starvation. POW Camp V1I-A (1939-1945) was located north of the town of Moosburg,
Germany. On September 22, 1939, Colonel Nepf visited the site. Noting the location’s poor
ground, the closeness of a chemical manure plant, the fact that a marsh was adjacent, and

the flatness of the land, Colonel Nepf determined the site was insufficient for a Stammlager
(central camp) or Stalag. Despite his recommendation, the site was selected and construction
workers were given fourteen days to prepare a camp for 10,000 internees. The camp soon
became the magjor receiving areafor thousands of prisoners. In fact, by July 1940, more than
98,000 internees had passed through.

The main camp, which
comprised in excess of
3,500,000 square meters,
quickly transformed into the
appearance of atown with
tailor shops, carpenters, a
blacksmith and a shop for
watch repairs and electrical
repairs. Thousands of cards
and parcels arrived each week
for the 80,000 POW'’s, 80,000
civilian prisoners and 8,000
guards. Prisoners continued
to pour in until the end

of 1944,




Towards the end of the war, Hitler ordered that no prisoner fall into the hands of the enemy.
The camp commandant, Colonel Burger, intervened through the Red Cross and the camp was
not bombed. Later, in April 1945, the commandant tricked the local SS Commander into
believing he would send soldiers off to fight. Instead, he secretly turned the camp over to the
Americans, thereby avoiding complete catastrophe. Forward elements of General Patton’s
Army reached the camp and liberated it before any injury could come to the prisonersinside.

Stalag Luft IV

Approximately 10,000 American Air Force (AAF) personnel were housed at Stalag Luft 1V
in Pomerania. The sick load here was tremendous. Five allied doctors imprisoned to handle
the situation organized the sick into three groups: (1) those who were wounded, burned or
otherwise injured in aerial combat; (2) the routine casualties; and, (3) the typical illnesses
of overcrowding and malnutrition.

Many AAF and Allied gunners received training on the scene to become medics. All learned
fast and worked hard. They would change dressings, treat minor ailments and spot severe
cases requiring a physician.

At the prison hospital, vaccines from the Red Cross parcels were collected and stored. When
they collected 300 doses of typhus vaccine, word was passed out that the vaccinations would
be given — first come, first served. Hundreds of men stood in the bitterly cold January weather
for the vaccine. The decision was made to give each man half an injection. Thisway, 600
men were vaccinated. Despite this effort, hundreds were turned away.

On February 2, 1945, 300 men, including most of the sick and wounded, were placed into trains
and shipped out. Four days later, the remaining prisoners were marched out on ajourney that
would last for eighty-six horrific days during which aerial strafing was common and men
were often forced to sleep in the snow. Frostbite affected virtually everyone and hunger was
aconstant companion. To add to the misery, diarrhea and dysentery were commonplace. At
one point, fifty percent of the men soiled their own clothing. There was neither sanitation nor
toilet facilities, and the only source of water came from ditches formerly used as latrines. A
slimy trail of dysentery and blood was |eft across Germany. Yet after the group had marched
from the eastern front to the western front, they were sent back to the eastern front. All the
misery and suffering had been for naught.



Transfers

Transfersin Germany were generally carried out by truck or train after the men wereinitially
captured. Thiswas especidly true of fliers captured in the beginning of the war, when
Germany had complete control of its own skies. By war’s end, however, when the Germans
were retreating from the advancing American and Russian armies, transfers were often carried
out viaforced marches or cattle cars. It was during these later transfers that men succumbed
to the natural elements of the winter of 1944-45.

The German high command was in a state of disarray in the early months of 1945 and the
treatment of allied POW’s was not a high priority; therefore, little food was provided and there
was virtually no protection from the elements. As happened at Stalag L uft IV, entire camps
were often evacuated in front of the advancing Allied Army and marched across Germany,
passing several full camps. Then, they would be ordered back to their original departure point
again. In addition to freezing to death and dying of dysentery, many were shot during forced
marches. Since the allies controlled the skies, strafing attacks were commonplace. Often,
horses would be butchered and fed to the hungry columns of POW'’s. These horses were
considered mannafrom heaven and thanks was given to the Flying Quartermaster Corps.

Asthe end of the war became very obvious to the Germans, they began to treat POW’s better.
For example, once-confiscated Red Cross parcels were distributed to those in need. Improve-
mentsin treatment were especially evident when the allied guns could be heard in the distance.
Many times, the liberating forward alied units would sarcastically, echo the greeting of the
former German captors, saying, “For you, the war is over.”
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(1. WWII POW'’s of Japan

Japan captured several thousand Americans throughout the Pacific; however, the vast mgjority
of prisoners were captured in the Philippine Islands. The overwhelming majority of these
prisoners came from the fall of Bataan and later, Corregidor. Thefall of Bataan alone gave the
Japanese in excess of 75,000 troops to deal with — 60,000 of whom were Philippine nationals.
The POW’s in the Philippines experienced a mortality rate of 40%, with approximately

11,107 deaths out of the total 27,465 internees in the Philippines. Altogether, 12,935 out

of the 34,648 total American POW’s died at the hands of the Japanese.

OnApril 9, 1942, U.S. Mgjor General Edward King surrendered to the Japanese 14t Army
on the northern island of Luzon. The 14 Army was commanded by Lieutenant General
Masaharu Homma, a British military school graduate. General Homma refused to meet
General King and instead sent his senior operations officer, Colonel Motoo Nakayama, who
demanded to meet General Wainright, who had been in overall command of the Philippine
archipelago ever since General MacArthur left in January, 1942.

Colonel Nakayama screamed for General King to “Go and get Wainright” as General King
tried repeatedly to explain that he was there to surrender Bataan only and to request terms for
surrender. He explained that he had no control over the rest of the Philippines nor had he any
power to bring General Wainright to Colonel Nakayama. Additionally, he told Nakayama that
he had enough fuel and vehicles for arapid and orderly evacuation off Bataan to any areathat
General Homma chose.



Colonel Nakayama refused to make any concessions. Sternly, Nakayamatold General King
that since he did not speak for General Wainright and could not surrender all of the Philippine
Islands, it was “absolutely impossible to negotiate for the surrender of Bataan.” Nakayama
asserted the troops could give up if they wished, but it would be asindividual units both
“voluntarily and unconditionally.” He therefore refused to be bound by the Geneva accords
regarding the humane treatment of prisoners of war and referred to the men as “ captives.”

Upon demanding General King's sword, Colonel Nakayama became enraged to learn that the
genera had left it in Manila. He took General King's pistol instead. After the war, Colonel
Nakayamatestified that the surrender was accomplished by the “voluntary and unconditional
surrender of each individual unit. The negotiations for the cessation of hostilities had failed.”
He said, “The Japanese Imperial Army are not barbarians.”

Bataan Death March

The men taken captive on Bataan were forced to undertake a 100-mile trek from the southern
areas of Bataan to Camps O’ Donnell and Cabanatuan. At this time, Americans made up less
than 15% of the total U.S. force on theidand. The rest were Philippine Nationals, 6,000-11,000
of whom served as scoutsin the U.S. Army. During the forced march, which later became
known as the Death March, thousands of men died, mostly from beheadings and shootings.

In al, 650 Americans and more than 16,500 Filipinos died.

Reasonsfor High Mortality

There were several reasons for the high mortality rate of the prisoners captured on Bataan and
subsequently on Corregidor.

» The Japanese greatly underestimated the eventual number of prisoners.

» The Japanese indiscriminately killed captives.

» The Americans and the Filipinos were in poor physical condition prior to their capture.

* Little transportation was provided for the captured men.

* |Insufficient food, water, medical attention and shelter were provided.

* Cruel treatment was rampant.

Underestimation of the Eventual Numbers

According to their Bushido Code, the Japanese felt that death in battle was the highest honor
while surrender was the most abject disgrace. They did not recognize the concept of prisoners
of war, and they believed that the Americans also would not recognize that concept and would
die before surrendering. Augmenting the Bushido Code was the fact that the Japanese had
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come to believe that their cause was just and pure and they viewed themselves as aracially
pure Asian group self-appointed to rid the hemisphere of all other ethnic groups.

The Japanese had contemplated only taking 10,000 or so captives. When they unexpectedly

captured approximately 13,000 Americans, 60,000 Philippine nationals who were members
of the military and 25,000 civilians, their ability to cope was grossly overwhelmed.

Indiscriminate Killing Along Death M arches

The Japanese soldier was trained to follow orders only and not to think for himself. He was
the product of a stern and coercive society, with a hard and brutal military system in which
physical punishment was routine and arbitrary. He endured his ot stoically and without
guestion. Understandably, he treated his subordinates with similar brutality. Fanatically
indoctrinated never to surrender, he held in contempt anyone who did. To thisrevulsion was
added the Samurai tradition of revenge reinforced by the heavy casualties suffered by the
Japanese in capturing Bataan.

When a group of prisoners would walk slowly, or drop out of the line for adrink of water, the
guards would often taunt and beat the prisoners. At other times, they would simply bayonet or
shoot them. Many Americanslost their lives to beheadings, which were the favorite form of
execution by the Japanese.

Often, enlisted men would give all their possessions to their commanding officer in hopes that
the Japanese would respect him and he would be able to protect their possessions. Unfortunately,
the Japanese did not recognize the concept of either prisoners rights or the rank of a prisoner.

All captives were searched for items of value. If an American were found to be in possession
of anything of Japanese origin such as money, pictures or merchandise, the Japanese contended
that the materials had been removed from the bodies of dead Japanese soldiers of the 14t
Army. Immediately, the prisoner was thrown to his knees and beheaded.

Anincredible act of human cruelty was committed upon the members of the 91t Philippine
Division. OnApril 11, 1942, the entire division was being marched northward when it was
visited by 65t Brigade commander Lt. General Akina Nara, a graduate of the U.S. Army
Infantry School at Ft. Benning, Georgia. Although Nara's exact role was never known, al the
privates were removed following hisvisit. After their removal, all the officers and non-com-
missioned officers had their hands bound behind them with telephone wire. Each man was
then bound to the other by the neck and made to stand in four lines of one hundred men each.



The group was marched down into a large ravine and stood with their backsto their captors.
Then, a Japanese civilian interpreter told them in Tagal og that they were being punished for
siding with the Americansin the war. He further stated, “My friends, don’'t take it so hard;
you must be patient. Had you surrendered earlier, you would not have met this tragedy.

We are doing this because many of our soldiers died fighting against you. If you have any
requests before we kill you, ask it now.”

Major Pedro Felix, the senior officer, requested that the men be killed by machine gun fire
or at least be allowed to stand and face their executioners. Both requests were denied.
Thereupon, a Japanese officer placed at each side began to decapitate the men one by one.
The screams of the dying and terrified men continued for eight hours until the last man had
been decapitated.

Asin all massacres, there were afew survivors who would later retell the gruesome story. In
this case, Mgor Felix survived the night and chewed through hisbindings. Felix, along with
two other mortally wounded men, climbed out of the ravine and were met the next morning by
other Filipinos to whom they told their story.

Poor Physical Condition of Americans and Filipinos Prior to Capture

Normal work in the Philippines at that time required at least 3,500 to 4,000 calories per day
per man. The Morgan Board Debarkation Hospitals documented an average 15-20% weight
loss among many POW'’s prior to their capture.

Due to severe food shortages on Bataan and Corregidor, General MacArthur had withdrawn
al the U.S. forces into Bataan in January 1942, but he had only brought enough food for thirty
days. Consequently, General MacArthur had put all troops on half rations, which provided
each man with approximately 2,000 calories per day.

In February, the daily food rations were cut to 1,500 calories and by March to 1,000 calories.
The rations at this time were white, polished rice purchased from the natives. By late March,
the 26t Calvary had eaten its 250 horses and fifty mules. Furthermore, the entire local popu-
lation of dogs, pigs, water buffalo and monkeys in the surrounding jungle had been consumed.

Approximately 70% of the men in the 31st Infantry on Bataan were on the sick list on the day
of capture. These men were suffering from malaria, dysentery and malnutrition of various
types. No provisions at all were made for assisting the sick and wounded. They had to be
carried by healthier prisoners on blankets strung between poles. After the war, General
Homma would testify that he had absolutely no idea of the condition of the American troops.
He would say he had not been informed of the debilitated state of many of them. He said his
only concern was to clear Bataan of non-belligerentsin order to take control of Corregidor.
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Little Transportation Provided for Bataan POW’s

The Japanese wanted to accomplish the evacuation of the prisoners as soon as possible
because General Homma was under tremendous political and military pressure back in Japan
to complete the occupation of all the Philippines Islands by early April, 1942. The original
Japanese plan was to clear the prisoners in phased movements from Bataan to central Luzon.
The reality was that the plan was never enacted, as the Japanese were much less concerned
with their new prisoners than with taking the island of Corregidor. The prisoners were ssmply
obstacles to their scheduled takeover of Corregidor.

At the most, only afew thousand captives were transported from the front linesin trucks. For
the majority, the exodus from Bataan was anything but a carefully organized military move-
ment. It wasinstead a series of tortuous marches, with needless exposure to the sun, crowded
and filthy assembly areas, beatings, torture and arbitrary executions.

The Japanese had anticipated the American forces would surrender approximately three weeks
later than they did. They also believed the Americans would surrender in the northern instead
of the southern region of Bataan to which they had retreated. This combination of the earlier
capitulation and the farther distance, aggravated by the fact that the few vehicles that the
Japanese had brought were being used to transport their own troops to the southern region of
Bataan, led to their forcing the American captives to march for days on end in the hot sun with
little or no protective gear.

I nsufficient Food, Water, M edical Attention and Shelter

Along the march, a central collection point for all the prisoners was the town of Balanga, since
the Japanese had reckoned that all the captives could walk there from whatever point they had
been captured. No provisions were made for feeding the prisoners since the Japanese figured
that the entire journey should take no more than one to two days. It was herein Balanga, a
small town of 5,000 people with little infrastructure to handle mass numbers of prisoners,

that the arriving captives were forced into small, crowded warehouses or animal stockyards
and forced to lie beside dead and dying comrades. It also was in Balanga that the Japanese
committed several of the horrors of the death march. For instance, it was here that so many
stragglersin the march were simply buried alive. If they resisted, they were usually hit on

top of the head with a shovel.

Basic necessities were scarce. The Japanese confiscated the captured American medical
supplies for their own use. The only food permitted to be distributed to the Americans was
scavenged prior to the evacuation, and the only water along the route came from afew scat-
tered artesian wells and water buffalo watering holes. This water, contaminated with parasites,
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gave the men severe dysentery. Even so, thirst caused many men to break out of the lines and
run toward the watering holes. The Japanese would either shoot them on the spot or bayonet
them as they were drinking.

From Balanga, the captives walked to San Fernando and boarded trains for the final thirty
milesto Camp O’ Donnell. The small, unventilated metal boxcars hadn’t been cleaned since
being used for animal transport. Once the men were crowded inside, the doors were locked
and did not open until the captives arrived at camp. Although this was usually athree-hour
ride, the loading process often took hours. Throughout the loading and the journey, the men
were forced to stand beside each other in the hot, filthy boxcars. Diarrhea and sweat permeated
theair.

The diet among the POW'’s in the camps of the Pacific, particularly in the Philippines, was
avery important factor in the deaths of so many prisoners. In general, the diet was poor in
1942, better in 1943 and worse again in 1944. The daily ration consisted mostly of polished
rice. Always of aquality far below that of the rice used by the Japanese, it was contaminated
with trash and infested most of the time with insects, parasites and bacteria. Therice was
essentially what the Japanese did not consider good enough for their enlisted men to consume.

Whilethetypical diet varied greatly among the camps, it was never adequate, even at the best.
The Japanese often issued weeds as substitutes for vegetables. A half canteen cup, usually
eight ounces, or 160 calories, of thin rice gruel (lugao) twice, and, on rare occasions, three
times a day was the standard. At times, no food at all was available. About once aweek,
camp veterinarians slaughtered a single water buffalo to feed approximately 10,000 prisoners.
Usually this meat supplemented the diet by only afew grams of protein per prisoner.

Any evidence that the prisoners were supplementing their diets was dealt with very harshly.
Usually, there was a beating with clubs until a bone was broken. Many times, the offender
was simply shot. Thousands of Red Cross parcels were shipped to the men in the Philippines;
however, the Japanese kept and ate most of them for themselves. As previously stated, the
Japanese refused to allow any Red Cross observers into the camps.

Rampant Cruelty

Many times, captives, especially officers, walking down aroad along which a convoy of
Japanese soldiers was also traveling would be struck on the head with a bamboo pole or
bayonet blade by a passing Japanese soldier. If the prisoner did not immediately get up and
continue the march, he would be shot.



Cruelty seemed to be a common denominator among all of the guards and Japanese officers.
Beatings and kicking were common to both officers and enlisted men. The captors would
often administer the “sun treatment” in which POW’s were lined up in rows and forced to
sguat for hours on end in the afternoon sun.

Military Field Code of Japan

The Japanese War Ministry in Tokyo had issued directives throughout the war regarding the
treatment of prisoners as well as their own soldiers who were about to fall into enemy hands.
The Military Field Code issued in January 1941 made it clear to all Japanese soldiers that
falling into enemy hands brought irrevocable shame to both the soldier and his family. It
stated: “Haveregard for your family first. Rather than live and bear the shame of imprisonment
by the enemy, the soldier must die and avoid leaving a dishonorable name.”

The Field Code directed the Japanese soldier to save the last round of ammunition for himself,
or to charge the enemy in asuicidal assault. Armiesof Western nations fighting in WWI11

had aratio of four soldiers captured to every soldier killed on the battlefield. In the Japanese
Army, the ratio was one soldier captured for every 120 deaths.

Corregidor

Theisland fortress of Corregidor surren-
dered on May 5, 1942, one month after
thefall of Bataan. Besides the constant
shelling, one of the main problems for
Corregidor defenders was that of no
fresh water. Because it wasthe dry
season in the Philippines and there had
been no significant rain for months; the
reservoirs were nearly dry. The combi-
nation of no food, little water, dwindling
supplies of medicines and munitions
forced General Wainright to meet with
Genera Homma to discuss peace terms.

General Homma was enraged to hear General Wainright came only to surrender the Fortress
Island of Corregidor and not the entire Philippine ISands. There was till a significant force on
the southernmost isand of Mindanao. Genera Homma then demanded unconditional surrender,
and the American POW'’s held on Corregidor were used as hostages to guarantee General
Wainwright's ability to persuade the troops to surrender in the southern Philippine islands.
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POW'’s captured on Corregidor were given extremely harsh treatment after their surrender.
For 18 days, they were confined to a concrete area of about 20 acres known as the “92nd
GarageArea.” Thissite, which consisted of a peacetime truck parking area and a seaplane
ramp, had no shade and only a meager, intermittent supply of very bad-tasting “gyppy” water.
Here, they remained in the open sun, without protection from the elements. General Homma
had hinted strongly that if the southern forces did not surrender, these men would be massa-
cred.

The only food available was that which the troops had managed to gather after the surrender,
and that was very limited since not much was available before the surrender. Fortunately, the
Philippine national civilians were removed from the island during the first two days after its
surrender or the situation would have been catastrophic.

The American captives from Corregidor were eventually transferred by ship across Manila
Bay to Manila, where they were put ashore and forced to walk down Dewey Boulevard to
Bilibid Prison in an effort to disgrace them in front of the local Philippine civilians. In Manila,
the Americans were separated from the Filipino POW’s and, over the few next days, were
moved by rail to the town of Cabanatuan. From here, the Americans were marched to
Cabanatuan Camp 111, formerly a Philippine Army cantonment area. The Philippine nationals
were moved to other camps.

The Camps

Camp O’Donnell

For the men who survived the Death March, life in the internment camps was a horrible expe-
rience. Camp O’ Donnell was a partially completed American airfield eight miles west of the
Manilarailroad at Capas. It had been nearly destroyed by the Americans during their retreat
and had only two poorly functioning artesian wells to provide drinking water for thousands
of men.

Each group of internees arriving into Camp O’ Donnell was greeted by the Camp Commandant,
Captain Tsuneyoski, who informed them in a screaming voice that Japan had occupied all the
Allied possessions of the U.S. and Great Britain in Southeast Asia. He also declared that the
U.S. and Great Britain were Japan’s eternal enemies and would remain so forever until the
influence of the Occident was completely wiped out in Asia. With asneer, he told the men
that they were captives, far below the dignity of prisoners of war, and that they owed their
lives to the generosity of the emperor.



Under Tsuneyoski’s direction, all insignia of rank were to be removed, no American uniforms
were allowed and all captives were to wear aloincloth. Also, all captives were to bow to any
Japanese, regardless of rank, and all captives were to speak Japanese only. Failure to do so
would result in a beating, he warned.

The men were arranged into groups of 10 each, termed “blood brother groups.” The entire
group would be punished for any infraction committed by any member. Minor offenses such
as not bowing soon enough to a Japanese were often punished by the “sun treatment,” in
which the entire group of 10 were forced to squat or kneel in the sun for two to three days and
not move at all or partake of food or water. Major infractions such as stealing or escape were
punished by group decapitation.

All foods were considered property of the emperor, and to eat anything without permission
was considered the same as stealing from him, a crime punishable by death. Prior ranks

of Americans were not to be acknowledged either by the Japanese or by the Americans. In
fact, any show of respect for an American officer would result in a beating, which was accom-
plished with a club, arifle butt or atree limb. Many times the beating was continued until the
captive either passed out or suffered a broken bone. Because the Japanese were much shorter,
the Americans were forced to stand in a hole during the beating so that their faces could be hit
with maximum force.

It was at Camp O’ Donnell that the American captivesfirst learned that they would not be
protected by the Geneva Convention accords of 1929 since, although the Japanese government
had allowed its representatives to sign it, the accord was never ratified back in Japan. Given
the hatred of the Japanese for the Americans, it is understandable that the death rates soared.

The primary causes of death during the first six months of internment were malaria, dysentery
and starvation. The Japanese organized the Americans into grave details for the purpose of
burying the large numbers of daily dead. These grave details were composed of two sections:
those who dug the graves and those who buried the corpses. Each morning, alarge hole was
dug for the 30 to 50 Americans who had died the previous day. The carriers had the additional
gruesome task of straightening out the twisted bodies in order that they could be stacked on
top of each other to create room for more dead prisoners.

The Japanese continued to inform the Americans that they did not care if they lived or died
and many guards told the prisoners they hoped they would al die. The Japanese were very
successful intheir desires. Fifteen hundred out of 8,000 Americans and 22,000 Filipinos died
at Camp O’ Donnéll in the first six months, primarily due to starvation and neglect, coupled
with the withholding of basic medical care.



Cabanatuan | and I11

On June 6, 1942, the Americans were transferred to Cabanatuan |. Thiswas a complex of
camps, the worst being Cabanatuan |, where 2,700 out of the 6,500 American internees died in
thefirst year. Most of the deaths could have been prevented by providing such basic necessities
as food, shelter and minimal medical supplies. In June 1942, the hospital had 2,300 patients.
Here, the “Zero Ward” was created. Men considered too sick to survive were sent there to die.
Five hundred Americans died there in June 1942; 800 died in July. In contrast, Cabanatuan
Camp 11 held the healthier Corregidor survivors and its death rate was much less.

Initially, camp life was typified by boredom and starvation. Later, the Japanese learned they
could use the prisoners as slave laborers. In October 1942, 1,500 men from Cabanatuan
Camps| and 11 were assigned to awork detail to be sent somewhere to the north of the
Philippines. Most would later be sent to Mukden, Manchuria. Another 1,000 were later sent
to the southern island of Mindinau to work in the Davao penal colony. No accurate counts
were kept about the eventual numbers of Filipinos who died, but estimates were at least 10
times that of the American numbers.

Bilibid Prison

Bilibid Prison was used as a hospital and as a stopover point for POW’s who were being
shipped to other islands or to Japan, China or Manchuria. Conditions inside the hospital were
pathetic, with fewer calories provided than in the camps. Any POW sent to the hospital for
treatment of an illness or waiting transportation was automatically given half-rations.

Death on Unmarked Japanese Ships

The war dramatically cut the Japanese labor supply, and Japan looked to al its conquered
territories to provide alabor supply. The healthiest of the American POW’s were chosen for
transfer to work in Japan and occupied China. They were held in Bilibid prison until atransport
ship could be arranged. The ships, which came to be known as*hell ships,” were large convert-
ed cargo and animal transport vessels that were often loaded in Manila Bay and prevented
from sailing until the Japanese felt the waters were safe from American submarines.

Conditions inside the ships were deplorable, with no respite from the sweltering heat. The
POW’s were packed tightly into the hold, crowded so closely that they could lie down only
with great difficulty and much cooperation. They were forced to lie here for the entire trip



across the South China Sea and/or the Yellow Sea. Ventilation was nonexistent and refuse,
which was kept in a bucket raised only once a day, often spilled into the faces of the men
beneath. Episodes of madness were common during the voyages, as were displays of valor
among those keeping the calm. Death was a constant companion. Corpses were piled up at
night and tossed overboard the following morning.

» Tottori Maru
On October 1, 1942, the Tottori Maru departed with 1,992 Americans, British and Canadians
loaded into three holds. It arrived in Formosa on October 11, 1942. There, the men were
given afire hose bath. The Americans were then reboarded and kept for 19 days on the
ship. On November 8, 1942, the ship docked in Pusan, Korea where 1,200 prisoners were
sent to Mukden. The others were sent to Osaka, Japan on November 12, 1942.

* Arisan Maru
One of the most pitiable examples of the loss of lives involving POW’s in the Philippines
occurred on the Arisan Maru, which carried 1,800 American POW’sin its hold. American
submarines patrolling in the South China Sea spotted the unmarked ship on October 19,
1944, and torpedoed it. Asaresult, 1,792 American POW’slost their lives. The American
POW’s who survived this terrible ordeal rode to Chinain alifeboat. These men then
walked across China and India and were eventually able to brief the State Department about
the little-known conditions concerning our men held by the Japanese.

* ShinyoMaru
The Arisan Maru was not the only ship on which so many died. On September 7, 1944, the
Shinyo Maru was torpedoed, resulting in 668 American deaths.

e Oryoku Maru
In December 1944, 1,619 POW’s were collected at Bilibid prison for transport to Japan on
the Oryoku Maru. The men were placed in the ship’s front and rear holds, which were 40
by 80 feet each. While 3,200 square feet would allow 250 men sufficient room to lie down;
the Japanese placed 800 men into each hold, leaving them there until the Japanese felt it
was safe to head for the open sea. No food was provided at all for three days and the water
was rationed by the teaspoonful. The combination of no ventilation and extreme heat gener-
ated from the 800 bodies inside made the overall living conditions intolerable, and several
men crammed into the corners died of suffocation. Mr. Wada, a Japanese guard called “The
Hunchback” by the POW'’s, continually threatened to shoot any and all POW’s who moved
or asked for water or assistance.

On December 12, 1944, the Oryoku Maru was sunk in Subic Bay and the weakened, starving
and dehydrated POW'’s had to swim 300 yards to shore. Many drowned along the way in
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the waves. The Japanese, enraged at the bombing, took out their anger on the defensel ess
survivors. Even though they were not directed where to come ashore, al those who exited
the water outside boundaries the Japanese considered acceptable were machine-gunned.
The Japanese offered no medical assistance to the wounded who remained on board and Lt.
Toshino killed the wounded and helpless POW’s with what he later termed “mercy shots.”

Only 1,341 of the 1,619 originally on board survived the bombing, the swim ashore and the
shootings, but more wasto come. The prisoners were forced to crowd into an abandoned
tennis court for several days. Only one water spigot was available and the line for water
was six hours long. No food was provided; the men had to sit one next to another; and there
was no room to sleep, lie down or get out of the hot sun. At night, the men were subjected
to the cold winter air.

On December 28, 1944, 581 survivors of the Oryoku Maru were transferred into the Brazil
Maru, and 1,070 into the Enoura Maru. These two sister ships then set off together to

Japan.

Brazil Maru

The Brazil Maru was an animal transport ship that had not been cleaned before POW’s
were crowded into the two holds for the trip to Japan, which took several weeks as the ship
dodged roving American submarines. The lack of food, near total darkness and lack of
fresh air drove many to madness. Screams often filled the holds at night. Many of the men
would cannibalize the weak or dead, and bloodsucking was commonplace.

Once a day, a pot of rice and seaweed soup was lowered to the prisoners. The soup usually
spilled and the men would desperately scramble for the dropped rice which had fallen into
the animal manure on the floor. Only afew men got any food at all; most got nothing.
Water was again rationed by the teaspoonful.

Each morning, the Japanese dropped ropes to haul up the corpses of those who had died
during the night. Usually the bodies of the 30 to 50 who died were simply thrown over
the sides.

As the ship drew farther north, the warm tropical air gave way to freezing temperatures.
Many times, adaily high of 20 degrees was recorded. The men would huddle together and
remove the clothes from the dead, as well as the sick and dying.

The mood inside the holds was one of isolation and hopelessness. Of the original 16 chaplains,
only four were still alive by the time the ship arrived in Chinese waters. These chaplains
could offer only abrief escape from the specter of alonely and useless death.
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The ship was attacked severa times by American Navy planes. On January 8, 1945, more
than 300 men were killed by explosions. Only the four chaplains and 497 POW’s survived the
trip to Moji on the Island of Kyushu. Even when the men arrived in Japan, the humiliation
was not over. A Japanese medical officer who went aboard smelled the dysentery and
ordered an examination. The POW’s were forced to publicly strip naked on the open docks
and bend over poles so that Japanese medical personnel could insert rods into their rectums
in order to examine them for parasites.

* EnuraMaru
From December 28 until December 31, 1944, the Enura Maru sailed to Formosa, where it
remained docked until January 13, 1945, when more prisoners were added. It was attacked
several times while docked and full of prisoners. On January 9, 1945, the Enoura Maru was
attacked with 300 killed and 250 wounded. On January 10, 1945, it was attacked again,
and most of the doctors on board were killed. The survivors were forced to remove 300
mangled bodies of their comrades from the metal girders inside the bombed-out ship. Of
the original 1,311 on board, only 619 survived, and on January 13, 1945, all were trans-
ferred into Brazil Maru.

* NissyoMaru
Beginning on July 17, 1944 and continuing over several days, 1,539 men were |oaded into
the holds of the Nissyo Maru. With no food and unbearable heat, fainting was common.
Yet, because the men were crammed into the small spaces and forced to stand with armsto
sides, there was no place to fall. The men became crazed: pushing, screaming and swearing
at one another. To make matters worse, most had dysentery and there were no toilet facilities.
Seasickness and vomiting also were common, caused by the rough waters of the China Sea.
For sustenance, rice was lowered twice a day to those fortunate enough to be standing
directly under the hold opening.

Ultimate Death Toll

Despite the senseless and tragic loss of life, the Japanese still refused to mark the ships as
carrying POW’s. Inal, 25 unmarked ships transporting Allied and American POW’s were
verified as having been sunk. Of the 18,901 men transported, 10,853 died due to submarine
and air attacks.

Slave Labor Pools

Once the POW’s arrived at their end point destinations, they were forced, along with other
foreign nationals, into slave labor pools and used in such projects as clearing and building
railroads through jungles in occupied Southeast Asia. Here, the sanctity of life had very little
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meaning; thousands died during railroad construction. POW'’s also were sent deep into
Manchuriato work in mines. In Japan, the POW’s were forced to work in factories, on docks
and in coal and copper mines. No protective gear was ever provided for their skin or lungs.

Typical Barracks

The typical POW barracksin Japan was primitive. There was usually only one coa or wood-
burning stove kept in the center of the room, which was supposed to be used only for heating
tea. There were several double bunksin arow. The men were given three woolen blankets,
which they wove together into a bag to keep out the freezing air. No latrine was provided in
the barracks.

War’'sEnd

When news of the war’s end reached the camps and the emperor told his soldiers to cease all

hostilities, the camp commanders opened up the storehouses and allowed the prisoners to eat
as much asthey could. The Japanese, who feared vengeance by the Americans, were hopeful
that the prisoners would gain weight and therefore not appear to have been badly treated.

As stated previously, the Japanese feudal military code of Bushido allowed the torture and
mutilation of unarmed and defenseless prisoners. In addition, the code allowed for revenge to
be taken out upon the prisoner in order to have the offended person not lose face. Such was
the case at the end of the war. In August 1944, the War Ministry in Tokyo issued a directive
to the commandants of various POW camps, outlining a policy for what it called the “final
disposition” of prisoners. A copy of this document fell into American hands and became
known asthe “August 1 Kill All Order.” It stated: “When the battle situation becomes urgent,
the POW’s will be concentrated and confined in their location and kep